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Introduction 

This is a collection of biographical data of Dejazmatch Bahta Hagos from Wikipedia and 

other electronic sources. I have formulated a short biographical sketch of Bahta Hagos who 

is one of Eritreas legendary military heroes.  In Eritrean history, he is well known for his 

resistance against foreign invasion. He was born in the mid-1800s in the town of Segeneiti, 

Akele Guzay region.  

 ά.ŀƘǘŀΣ .ŀƘǘŀ ƻŦ {ŜƎŜƴŜƛǘƛΣ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǘŀƭƛŀƴǎΣ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ŜƎŜƴŜƛǘƛΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ŀ ƭƛƻƴ ōŜ 

ōƻǊƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΚΩΩ This was part of a song which told the boldness of an Eritrean hero 

whose revolt in december 1894 brought on an independence struggle against early 

colonialism. 

Degiat Bahta became frustrated and could not accept the conduct of the Italian colonial 

government and their soldiers. In the evening of 14 december 1894, he began his revolt 

against the Italians. After gathering his people at the market, Degiat Bahta issued a call for 

ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴǎ ŎǳǊǎŜ ǳǎΣ ǎŜƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ ȅƻǳΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

Lǘŀƭƛŀƴǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎΦέ 

Following that, Degiat Bahta, with his brother Sengal and his son Ghebremedhin, cut 

telegraph wires north to Asmara and arrested Lieutenant Giovanni Sanguineti, a new Italian 

resident at Segeneiti. On hearing the news, Baratieri, the Italian general and governor of 

Eritrea, who was in Keren supervising dealings with the Mahdists, telegraphed Asmara 

ordering major Petro Tosselli to march his battalion down to Segeneiti. Degiat Bahta Hagos 

(whose horse was also known as !ōŀ ¢ΩƳŜǊ) was killed while fighting against the Italian 

Colonial Army on december 19, 1894. Because of his influence at the time, after his death, 

the Italian colonial government banned his burial fearing that his grave would become a 

source of further rebellions. However, his body was secretly interred in a grave by his loyal 

friend, Soquar Bahro Digsa, in Halay and later moved to Segeneiti in 1963. Following Eritrean 

independence in 1991, his remains were again interred in December 2007 with full honours 

in recognition of his struggles. 

 Below is a scanned copy of Djazmatch Bahǘŀ IŀƎƻǎΩǎ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƛƎǊƛƴƧŀ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ 

The book is in paperback format with 125 pages and contains all necessary information from 

early childhood to his death. The author of the book is Azmatch Ghebremichael Girmu and 

ato Berhane Abraha is named in the cover book as sponsor. The book is published in 1997 

by MBY. I took the liberty of scanning the book and make it available to researchers online.  

Further reading 

TEKESTE, Negash (1986): No Medicine for the Bite of a White Snake: Notes on Nationalism and Resistance in 

Eritrea, 1890-1940, University of Uppsala. ISBN 91-7106-250-5 MELLI, B (1899): La colonia Eritrea dalle sue 

origini fino al 1. marzo 1899, Luigi Battei. (Italian) BERKELEY, G. F.-H (1902): The campaign of Adowa and the 

rise of Menelik. Reprint, Negro University Press. ISBN 0-8371-1132-3 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Segeneiti&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9171062505
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0837111323


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


