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Introduction 
 

During the second half of the 19th century, the powerful chiefs of Tseazega ruled Asmara and its 

environs. Bahre Negasi Gurade Zerai administered Asmara onbehalf of the powerful warlord Degiat 

Hailu Teweldemedhin of Tseazega. His rival Woldemichael Solomun represented the opposing power 

of the Hazega clan. In their quest to control Asmara, the economic and political center of the 

highlands, the two clan chiefs fought two bitter battles.  In the first battle which occurred in the 

northern suburb of Akria, Degiat Hailu was victorious.  In the second battle which occurred near Mai 

Bela, Woldemichael reorganized his troops and Degiat Hailu was killed and his army defeated. 

 

This shift in power occurred at a time when both Europeans and Abyssinians were showing interest 

in the Eritrean highlands. In 1878 one of Emperor Yohanes’s commanders marched into highland 

Eritrea with a large army to overthrow Woldemichael Solomun but the Tigrayans were routed in a 

battle in Asmara. From this victory Woldemichael Solomun took the title of Ras, the most senior title 

bestowed on a regional ruler and comparable to Duke in the English language. Raesi Woldemichael 

Solomun became the unchallenged ruler of the highlands. 

 

Ras Woldemichael Solomun was the last sovereign of Mereb Milash.  Thereafter  were ups and 

downs to the fate of this gladiator of his time. Following the raid by Mahdists from the west, the 

Tigrayans from the south and the Italians from the Red Sea shores there were constantly shifting 

alliances and betrayals with catastrophic consequences. 

 

In the following pages a reader would be able to have detailed information from the scanned pages 

of the biography of Raesi Woldemichael Solomun in tigrinja language. 

 

The author of the book is:- Yishak Yoseph, and the year of publication is 1999. The book is in 

paperback format and has 268 pages. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
A wakeup call 

 
Many countries in the world honor their heroes and commemorate them eternally by erecting statues, 
naming streets, parks, schools, universities and all sorts of institutions in their names. Eritrea has failed to 
remember its heroes in all spheres of life and fields including statesmanship, military, scholarships, arts, 
literature, religion, music and sports. It would be too long to list all the great Eritrean personalities from 
antiquity to the present. Even the heroes of the last 50 years who have not been recognized and honored are 
very many.  
 
 
I believe many will agree with me that Eritrea has many amazing individuals in history who have done 
something unique to their country in the field of politics, culture, education, sport etc, which we need to 
remember them for what they have done. It is disheartening though not to see biography books of Eritreans in 
the library shelves. Lately I have decided to open a section in my website that will be dedicated to the 
biography of individual Eritreans from all walks of life in history (www.emnetu.com). 
 
 
To start with I have randomly established a list of possible candidates. I therefore ask you all to put additional 
names to the list and return it to me.  The list has to accommodate only individuals who have passed away. In 
other words we will concentrate only on post mortem biographies. I will update the list when I hear from you. 
The list will remain open all the time for additional names.  
 
 
If you are positive about this idea and you have the time I would challenge you all to write biographical sketch 
or find individuals who can be interested to write a biography on any in the list. If you come across anyone 
who has access to information but not ready to write, you can ask him/her to supply the information to me in 
any format (paper, diskette, gramophone dish, cassette, videos, photographs etc) so that I can send it to the 
one who is interested to write.   
  
 
 The size of the file is not important at all. What is important is remembering them and trying to document 
their history before it disappears all together. The size will be determined only by the amount of information 
available on these individuals. Of course the individuals in the list must have done something positive to the 
cause of our country or to the well being of our people and our culture.  

 
 
Emnetu Tesfay 
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