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FOREWORD

The compilation of this document covers the period January 1984 to December 1985. It is to be remembered that, during much
of this period, the famine in Ethiopia and the subsequent international relief operation was the dominant coverage of

the media. However, there were also significant military and political events witnessed and reported by foreign visitors
to Ethiopia and liberated Eritrea. This collection is presented in two volumes. One containing clippings from English
language newspapers and the other from Scandinavian language newspapers. Again each volume is separated into two

sections. The first section (white pages) contains articles directly addressing the famine and relief operations while
the second section (yellow pages) concerns political, military and other events in Eritrea. The split between famine and
politics is made for easy reference to the reader whereas in reality they are indistinguishable since the former is
clearly dictated by the latter. The arrangement is roughly in chronological sequence.

During the period 1984-85 about a million people have died in Ethiopia. This is a result of the political policy carried
out by the government in Ethiopia, and not a natural disaster as the international public was made to believe.

Therefore the only solution to the famine is a political one and not food shipment. It should be clear by now that if
lack of food was the problem of Ethiopia, it should be solved by now since the amount of help sent {s immense. But the
reality is that when food was airlifted to Addis Ababa people in the north were marching in the opposite direction
towards the Sudan. Etiopia is neither short of water nor of food. It is only short of sanity from its leaders and
understanding from outside. Take the blue Nile. It originates from lake Tana, which is the second largest lake in
Africa, flows through vast arable region of western Ethiopia, crosses to the Sudan and Egypt where it is used for
irrigation, and the remainder flows to the Mediterranian. It is only Ethiopfa that does not use it. In Ethiopia there is
food too. However, the government prefers to grow cash crops in order to obtain foreign exchange to buy weapons. Meat,
fruits and vegetables were exported at the same time as the emergency food shipment was underway.

The famine in Ethiopia was not a surprise at all, at least to the people familiar with the situation in the country. if
one of the poorest countries in the world spends 60% of its national budget upon military hardware, spends about a
million dollars a day to finance a war, has the largest army in Africa, about 300.000, which is forcefully recruited
from the farming communities, and at the same time systematically burns and destroys crop harvest and domestic animals
in the territories administered by the 1iberation fronts, why then the surprise at the colossal catastrophe in Ethiopia?
If one is truly concerned about the agony of the Ethiopian and Eritrean people, one should stand against the Derg and
take side with the people who are fighting to bring change and democracy to their respective countries. To claim to be
supporting the hungry people by sending food to the Derg, who is the creator of the famine and the enemy of the people,
is the irony of ironies.

This document, which is indescriminately collected from all available newspapers, also provides the readers with details
of the disinformation, the manipulations, the illusions of the West, the futile attempt to cover up for the Derg, and
the high degree of the Ethiopian leaders' mastery of deceipt. As this collection is ready for compilation yet fresh news
of the Derg's destructive expertise and capacity is arriving. The Derg is said to have destroyed the rich agricultural
area of the Eritreans which was awaiting harvest shortly. This would never have happened if both the east and west were
not in collusion with the fascist dictator in Ethiopia by suppling the arms and economic aid that provides him with the
capacity to carry out the destruction. This compilation which culminates in the defection to the USA of the Ethiopian
Minister for relief and rehabilitation, will provide the reader amongst other details of how

the government of the Derg:

Suppressed a United Nations study in 1982 that warned of the forthcoming famine and made recommendations to prevent it.
Prevented foreign journalists from visiting famine stricken areas in the North.

Spent about 200 million dollars for a celebration while thousands were dying daily of hunger.

Bought shiploads of whisky, liquor and sherry from Britain while emergency food donation was underway.

Refused to agree on a cease-fire intended to enable international relief agencies free movement to distribute food.
Taxed heavily shipment of food donations at the entry ports and airports.

Limited the movement of foreign relief workers by applying stringent permission requirements.

Diverted massive foreign food donations to their military garrisons. In some cases food aid was used to pay salaries.
Sold donated food to local merchants. In some villages the government demanded political allegiance for exchange of food.
Bombed and killed several hundered hungry people in the liberated villages even when the world was focusing on Ethiopia.
Slaughtered domestic animals and burned crop fields in Eritrea, and Tigray while massive food airlift was underway.
Rounded-up hungry people at gun point from feeding camps in the North to new settlements in the South.

Gave priority to unloading Russian vessels carrying arms rather than Western vessels carrying food aid.

Exported meat, vegetables and fruits to finance its dirty war while hundreds of thousands were dying of hunger.

Burned the biggest feeding center at Ebnet without any notice or consultation to the donor organizations.

Denied consistently the existance of cholera in some feeding camps thus blocking vaccinations from taking place.

Refused to provide transportation for the food and agricultural implements that is piled and rotting in the port of Assab.
And lately announced limiting the representation of all foreign donor organizations in the Country by only one person.
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FORORD

De_nne dokymentsam]ingen dekker perioden fra mai 1984 til oktober 1985. Hungersngden i Etiopia og den p&felgende internasjonale
hjelpeaksjonen var dominerende i mediadekningen i mesteparten av denne perioden. Men ogsd betydelige milit=re og politiske
hgnmnger ble observert og rapportert av utenlandske besekende i Etiopia 0og i det frigjorte Eritrea. Utvalget presenteres i to
bind. Det ene inneholder klipp fra engelsk-spraklige aviser, det andre fra skandinavisk-sprdklige. Hvert bind er to-delt. Den
forste delen (hvite sider) inneholder artikler som direkte omhandler hungersneden og hjelpeoperasjonene. Den andre delen (gule
sider) dreier seg om politiske, militare 0g andre hendelser i Eritrea. Skillet mellom hungersnsd og politikk er gjort for & gisre
det letter for leseren & finne fram i stoffet. I virkeligheten er de uadskillelige. Den ferste er klar bestemt av den andre.
Ordningen er tilnzrmet kronologisk.

I Topet av perioden 1984-85 dade omkring en halv million mennesker i Etiopi i Etiopi
. < ? v 0 pia. Styresmaktene i Etiopia har skapt denne
Z'ttg::J:Qee!;:e ?Z:nfr: lkkeae'r; naturkatastrofe shk_dgt 1nter[1asjoqa1e publikum er blitt forledet ti]pﬁ tro. Dette er grunnen til
of wRulTE Eree hgen Pd hungersneden er en politisk lgsning, ikke matvareforsendelser. Dersom matmangelen er Etiopias problem,
eI RRCS Bl adverF wst.s!den h_)e]pepengden er enormm. Men i virkeligheten forflyttet folk i Nord seg i retning Sudan,
tanden & SOmysin t t;1 Addis Abeba. Etiopia mangler hverken mat eller vann. Det mangler "normale" ledere og forstielse fra
dyrkbarf.omréde . Sets.emEeA Dgn B1§ Nilen. Den kommer fra Tana-sjeen, Afrikas nest starste innsje, renner gjennom et stort
e radg est i t1op1.a.‘ S8 ersser den grensene til Sudan og Egypt der den brukes til vanningsanlegg fer den renner ut i
vet. Det er bare Etiopia som ikke benytter elva. Det fins 0gsd mat i Etiopia. Men styresmaktene foretrekker § dyrke

“cash crops” (eksportprodukter) for & f& utenlandsk valuta ti j j idi
b e g A, uta til & kjope vdpen. Kjott, frukt 0g grannsaker ble eksportert samtidig

Hungersr]aden i Etiopia kom ikke som en overraskelse, i det minste ikke for de som var kjent med situasjonen i landet. N&r et av
dg fat?lgste land i verden bruker 60% av nasjonalbudsjettet til militert utstyr, bruker omkring en million dollar pr. dag for &
f1nans1er_e en krig, har Afrikas sterste hazr - ca. 300 000 som rekrutteres med makt fra jordbrukssamfunnene - og samtidig
systematisk adelegger og brenner avlinger 0g hysdyr i omrddene som frigjeringsbevegelsen administrerer - er det da noen grunn til
d b1i overrasket over den enorme katastrofen? Dersom man virkelig er bekymret for lidelsene til folk i Etiopia og Eritrea, da
burde man ta standpunkt mot Derg'en og for folket som kjemper for & bringe forandring og demokrati til deres respektive land.

hevdg at man stetter det sultende folket ved & sende mat til Derg'en som har skapt hungerssnden, er det mest ironiske av all
ironi.

Dette dokumentet er ukritisk samlet fra alle tilgjengelige aviser. Det gir leseren detaljerte innblikk i desinformasjonene,
manipulasjonene, Vesten illusjoner, forsskene pd & beskytte Derg'en og i hvordan de etiopiske Tederne i hgy grad makter &
gjennomfore bedrageriet. Mens denne samlingen er til innbinding kommer det stadig ferske nyheter om Derg'ens ekspertise og
kapasitet ndr det gjelder edeleggelser. Det meldes at Derg'en har odelagt de rike, hestningsmodne avlingene i Eritrea. Dette
ville aldri kunne ha skjedd dersom ikke b&de @st 0g Vest samarbeidet med den fascistiske diktatoren i Etiopia ved & forsyne han
med vdpen og skonomisk hjelp slik at han blir i stand til & utfore edeleggelsene. Sammen vil disse to bindene bl.a. gi leseren
informasjoner om hvordan Derg'en:

Underslo en FN-studie fra 1982 som advarte mot den kommende hungersneden og kom med anbefalinger om hvordan den kunne hindres.
Hindret utenlandske journalister i & besgke sulteomridet i Nord.

Brukte omlag 200 millioner dollar til feiring mens tusner daglig dede av sult.

Kjopte skipslaster med whisky, liker og sherry fra Storbrittania mens matvarehjelp var underveis.

Avslo & g& med p& vdpenhvile for & gi internasjonale hjelpeorganisasjoner bevegelsesfrihet til matvarefordeling.

Tok store havne- og flyplassavgifter for matvarehjelpen.

Begrenset hjelpearbeiderne bevegelsesfrihet ved strenge permisjonskrav.

Forte store mengder matvarehjelp til militzrleirene. I noen tilfeller ble hjelpen benyttet til avlenning.

- Solgte matvarehjelp til lokale kjepmenn. I noen landbyer krevde styresmaktene politiske innrgmmelser i bytte for mat.

- Bombet og drepte flere hundre sultende mennsker i de frigjorte landsbyene, ogs§ da verdens interesse var rettet mot Etiopia
Drepte husdyr og gdela korndkrene i Eritrea og Tigray mens store flybdrne nsdhjelpssendinger med mat var underveis.

Hentet ut folk fra leirene i nord og de nye boomrddene i sor med vipenmakt.

Prioriterte & losse russiske bdter med vpen framfor vestlige biter med matvarehjelp.

Eksporterte kjett, frukt og grennsaker for § finansiere sin skitne krig mens tusner dsde av sult.

Brente det storste mathjelpsentret i Ebnet uten hensyn til eller konsultasjon med giverorganisasjonene.

Benektet konsekvent at det fantes kolera i noen leirer og hindret dermed vaksinering.

Nektet & transportere mat og Jjordbruksutstyr fra havnen i Assab der det ligger stablet og rdtner.

0g tilslutt har de kunngjort at alle utenlandske giverorganisasjoner md begrense til representasjon i landet til bare én person.

Emnetu Tesfaye
Stavanger, Norge



