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i !hcv had been c:ucfully mcnunzed" while other aapn, (riative

S MAes s rie b obat e bhes et LbhA L NG, A\}.r&’lkj)u‘ L 3

indicated very little understanding of the political pasties they supported
f

_Lcﬂcrs scat 10 the commission by disgruntled Enticans {wha folt that
their opinions were net beirg: pwperly represented and who th‘*n,orv{

demanded an interview with the commission) argucd strongly that the

electoral’ process employed by the B.M.A. had had no absolu’c critcria

for representation and that only those of xnd:gu:cuc parentage 3:m.ud hare
the right ta be reprosented.® T
The B.MA. had difficuity not ealy in cstabl ’s‘xmg B prodes. of 1 repres

sentation that would mcet the requirements. of the commission bt also.

~ political partice that developed in Erit:¢a in the late rgass, [t ¥->_-.'::

Y

with the lack of political consciousness among Eritreans, most of whom
were totally unfamiliar with Western political pro\maca. In gy, Lonosivy
had deseribed political consciousness, at least among the Cribador of e
\ltnpuno. as being alight,'® although by 1947 it had riscn shucpl:
owing to the flurry of activity associated with the cmerging politica! partics.
The majority of the Eritrcan people, however, could scarcely have grasy<d
the importance of what lhcy were being asked to do. Never before in
Eritrean hxsmry had therc been anything that remotely resendicd the

SERY e

responsibility of the B.AMAL to awaken modern political con ohusness
among the Entrean peasantry and to acquaint it with the polities process
by which its future was about to be determined. | B

The critznia for affiliation with a particular party varie:
Some merchants and urban notables, for cxunple, {cht
bring freer trade with the possi'r_nlc eliminativn of the cuators oo,
which extsted between Eritres and Ethiopir Others ches o pebiical
party on the basis of i3 putentizl fur suctevs, sines to sgpness ool

"P‘"""“‘ and ofer aprort to the Brsinyg iy Wl 108 L v

his '."u e fats nd sever:! lenders of r.".f: RPTIRES (T HTLLY

Weldes -§03d~m-~ﬁ.zzn. Wi wooe 0l

' - . - . 3
()n.-. AT £ MRS -)"l‘ .L'.Cl‘.li‘.?'ﬁ-. 'C:_'HZ',H"\.‘.{:‘ aodd fananies’, wing,

with their prc:.cnt lot\ M supported irrodentiam, boping
under Ethiopia's leadership would bring them some ad

v hasd, Horeld Courlander, nbacoin for she (o

elverved that some stradl Gueds and fesver dividu
fared well under the Daliaps and the Eritish, feared uuiur, e
collaboration might cxpose them to perso m.zl Germ from any
regime. 13

The financing of the polmcai parties umy revealed the intere

3
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* F P.C, sutummarics, Appendices 159-73.

' FP.C, Appendices 137-138; F.P.C, Appendux 121, 4.

'* Longrizg, 6, pars. 28, F.O. 3717461167748,

Y Longnigy, 6, pare. 30, F.O. 371,46116.74S.

i fHarold Courlander to President Roosevelr, 22 Mar. 1943, U.S. Archives, 36501/
[0




their backers. The non-unionist parties were hrgc!v ﬁnanccd by their

membenbip, although outsiders, namely resident ltakians, occasionally

madc’ sizeable contributions, The Pro-Italy Pasty, favouring an ftalian
trustceehip, was sustzined by the Italian community. The Unionist
Party was handsomely subsidized by the Ethiopian Government althougb
of course, this was never publicly admitted.®?

Throughout the middle and late 19405, the Orthodox pnuthood openly

- cr.wur;cd Chnsmns to favour the union of Eritrea with Ethiopia. The
" aim of the church's propaganda was not difficult to ‘assess.® Longrigg -
abicrved that the ‘pricsthood, a powerful force especially in rural districts, .

foould] expect greater liberty and priviicge under a Coptic Empise”.®

There is 2mple evidence to suggest that the Orthodox Church in Eritrea
not only wpplxcd money, through its agents, ta the Unionist cause but
also warned its congregations that if they did not support union, they
would be excommunicated or at lcast fall into disfavour.'

The E:‘nomm Government, through the Unionist Party, commucd 10
cnticize the B.M.:\_‘ zccusing it of thwarting the ctforts of those who
czpouscd Hc irredentist cause and of abeidging common freedoms of
asscmbiy 2nd speoch. The B.MLA. could hardly be accused of abridging
common freedom: considering the circumstances, it aflowed maximum
self-cxproaton within the limits of order. Upon replacing the Italian
Administration in 194¢, the BALA, expunged all fascist clements, both
kegal and symbolic, but necossanily retained, by and large, the halian
body of laws and court system, deleting only those regulations which

might be intcrprv::td a8 prrjudicial to native Erixmm. The B.MAL
also acted s an in :crmcdmry between the two commissiens'™ and the
Eritrean people, supplying statistics and information, to achicve a final
proposad which would satisfy the majority of the people. As adm unistering
authorizty, it also had the dclicate and difficult task of mai m.unmg; an
. orderly environment in which Eritrcans might cnjoy the maximum
oppnnum.) to pmmpatc in determining their poliical future. In order
to Llp create 2 pasitive ambience, the B.MLAL cstablished a weekly
Tigrinya mewspaper, whose editorial policy permitted the cxpression of
divergent political opintons and thercby envouraged the establishment of
political pestics. :
Onc of the most unruly partics, giving the administering authority
considcrat’e trouble and azccusing it of imperialistic aims,'' was the
Pa:rio ie Association for the Union of Enrea and Ethiopia, bcuct known

¥.Sce FP.C, Appendix 22, 1, Financial Orgorusation,

1* Abuna Alarcos, the Orthadox Archbushop of Ertrea, was the emperor’s chief resident
egent for urwnnt projegands

® Longmgz, 6, pare. 27, F.O, 37145136 /748,

I F P.C Appendix 0, 79,

7 The Four Power Commmussion visited Eritres froea 23 Nov. to 14 Dec. 1947, and the
UN. Camereon foun 24 Febl o 5 Apr. 1952

BEDP L Veoenda 33, 8.




POI.XTIC:\L PARTIES I‘u' Bn(lTPEi 194{ !g)l}

as the Lmomst Pany‘_; -'_Its prcsxdcnt was Dejmch-" Beiesie Bers
‘Tedla" Baitu became’ its most  active. memberas sccrctary-gm:rzl 0
sclaimed 729,193 members,? of .wham- 100,000 were said to. be Q:rh i
The party had a centfal commitice located in Asmara and reginual wimis
~ mittees in the major highland provincial towns, where its muain st "-'m;zh_
" was concentrated.? It also cliimed to have 195,000 mcm'x:n..lmo we
Eritreans resident in Ethiopiz. The F.P.C. notzd that the 'relztion oi th.c
various officials and bodics [of the Unionist ] to cach other and the
- method by which they are chosen are not m:ui clear in the dotunents
presented by the Association”.® Lo R
" Such lack of damy in the party's o.'gamz.xt'nr while vm.(m,.l" dz)'
due to the emperor’s inditect control, was also a feature of fta program.
... . This called for the unconditional union of all Eritrea’ with Ethiopia. It
- opposed pamnon or trustecship, the latter on the ground that the status
“implicd preparation for sclf-government, which the Unioniats cansidercd:
Eritrea incapable of achicving.® Dismemberment™ was oppsad bediuse
the cconomic viability of Eritrea depended on the seasenal use of gruzing
land in buth the lowlands and the highlands. "The party also adv ocated
the granting of Ethiopian citizenship to all inhabitants of Eritrea. including -
Italians. Morcover, it prossed for the release from their freudid !ira of
the Tigrai. But the sincerity of this last claim was open to qures Fie .
party included 2 number of prominent Musiim aristeerats,? oot fer wa
type of serfdom alive,®® and the Tigrai described their condition in 2

* TThus claimed to have been founded in Apr, 1941, in Aamara, but it w=e pm!:-.!-.!y g
founded untd, st the carliest, tog4; in Feb., an orpanizavon of » niguioc e, T
‘-ﬂcu-w far the Unificavon of Filopia and Entres, wras estzlbibad a0 Ad2 ad ot

Caldweli 2o Sec. of State, 86¢ Dot 11-2844. For B A Unicnint Pany colitions, see
f‘ P.C., Appendicrs 19, 9252 £, and o7 and Trevaskis, qi-3 nnd tol il

t Hononne title of acmor dignstanes,

BEP.C. Appendix 20, 1; it should be noted that the Sgure 719,193 11 311%, hugher .
than the F.P.C's estimate of the party's strength,

2 These were the Tigrai, prumanly of the Western Province, wha wers bound to the
Nabtab fzmibics and clans of the Beni Amer tnibe by monctary and service hlganana,
In 1044, the BN AL osticrated their numbers 3t sbout ‘a oo, xithough sovamd years
before, an itaban source had claimed 8,000, There were aiso an unestimas o sumiber of
slaves (rantly Tigrm), maybe 23 many as there were 2erfs, but no cstimares are sanifalle,

® Longrycg obacrved that the "Mushim tribesmien outside the towns, who form Salf
the population of Entrea, and occupy nine-tenths of its sol, would be gener:ily and
prohably strongly oppowd ta such union, A](hu! ;:'* ttis never admutted by [redenoa
spokesmen’: Longnags, 5, para. 23, FLO. 3717380187748,

M FP.C, Appendnx 200 )

® 5. H. Longngg was very doubtful of the potentinl self-sufiiciency of Ericies, :;'.'J'..::x;'n
owing 1o the tmnporary nature of the BAMA, no long-term economic pruisiis oould be
planned. Whether its economy could stand alone, therefore, remained a moot Question
throughout Eritrea's pericd of polmml uncertainty.

3 Iy was unotficially suggested in the early 19403 that the Western Provinae be unnexad
to the Anglo-Egqypraan Sudan, but the idea was sbandoncd owing to widespread disappeasval
among the inkabitants of the arra 10 Queostion., See F.OL 371246116748,

7 F.P.C., Appendix 18,

1 A feudal systemn by which oppressive Jand-rens taxes, pr'ablc in produce or ied

T,

or buth, were wolfected and asvmimetncal ob'u:.nr.om of .rmdq =nd seevices werr s nred
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letter to the commission as “a form of slavery that not cven the Nazis have
given the world’.?®* They eoncluded that Ethiopi;x, with its {ong history
of wetal inequality, would pros-xdc no advantage in their quest for social
justice;®® thus the vast majority supported the Moslem League. The
Unioait Pasty did gain some popularity by claiming that the Italians

Wwere going to return to power, and indecd there were stili severa! Italians
in ofedal prsiisas, especially in the courts. But in its carly stages of fgrowth,
the Unionist Party relied mainly upon untmp}oy-ucnt and the gencral .
weaknes of the cconomy following the end of the war to increase zts .
membership. 3 _

The Unionist Party did morc than issue propaganda; it rmrtcd to !a-s‘ Y
orthodnx metheds, such as terrorism. The sumsner before the arrival of
the comimizsion in November 1947 saw unprecedented political violence
as the main partics vied for support. In Jure and July 1947, several -
bomnb incidents occurred in Asmara and there were attempts on the
lives of Dejatch Hassan Al, 2 leader of the Moslem League, and Woldeab
Weoldemartar, aubeeditor of the Tignnva newspaper, The Erfrecn
i"ra Iy Nean 2 Fellowing these incidents, there were several arresta of
peepic eonnected with the Unienist Party, who had in their posscaion
hl,r,‘x grenades and other types of ammunition.® At the end of July, this
vicx!mcc culminated in the arrest and conviction of three members (Wwho
ml = 3fushims) of the Andinct Party, the youth section of the

[ B

JF e Amidinet Pargy beezeie n\g.w-‘ i soverzl other
cein 3 attemnpt to dizrnpt the F.P.Ce work ™

The "‘h’n'vr:m Govermmwnt was never othically idenvfied with this
terrorm, It crp loyed more orthodox micthods to further 113 irrcdennst
cause. In March 1943, Addis Ababa had broached the tharny questinn
whether ar oot the Britsh Government would alfow the ST 1D
MRS AT
‘ .1.'.-’_ gaite pastinably, be wonld act as an avenue for Sthiopinn sredaning

propaganda. | m.uly, in a despatch from the Middle East uoﬁm:m-j {3

rerrerentztive in Asmara where, the Forelen 'C‘,".:-: rl

28 pareed Yy Fdidopun Gotemmmes
: s slaveryy Ve Ante-Slavwry pod A oo
papes o Ambany Fulor, 2t Iely 1nar, FLO. 371, IFRITLATTVL - 7y
in Tatacgra by Lesd Legard, 16 Apr.tagr, FOO 371 2733770 FLOALGL Lm& HE IR N
C}ur"ﬂ oD ’\!"L s to A, Eden, JO May 1544, para. - §, mndicatt ing the prrecnce of child
--s. corner of Wallega Provinee, F.O. 37146055/ 32,
-k ocesr ﬂu.on, there were ;,:4: ftelon 2nd 237 5
g whils b}' Jamu 19a3, the figure had beon nida
+6 Entreans, Not mm wore mont of the oficisls it replased b» Denid:
aTis, "‘u: st s also signefoent that the Entresn compoainent suslered the greztas
relative s of whe. Sec Ta.b(-l \num, Amecncan consul, Asmara, to Secrrefary of ‘*:.\'.'.:
12 Jan. 1943, 7 LS. Archives, 365D.01, 605,
8 Erirrears Danly News, 19wy (12 June: 3: 4 July: 3; 8 July: 3).
B ED N, 19678 July: 3a2b and 23 July: 3a and ¢) and continuing to 1947.
“EPC., \m.x i34 3-
BEEC, Ariendix 143 (Annex).
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the War Office, the idea was firmly fcjected. Later, howe ver 3
officer, Colonel Negga Haile Scllasie, was appointed by the empeior
supplicd uncorroborated amounts of money- directly to the (mmmt :
Party.” ‘The colonel and his. chief secretary were thorns in the side of -
the administration until April 1949, when; after a raid on the of Tices -of
the Andinct Party in Asmara by British authorities, varisus’ “campg: ominny
documents’ were uncovered suggesting that Colone! \n,gl m(x Lis chial
secretary, Tegola [sic], an ‘bomese. de confiance” of the o iy Fur t‘:j;'.x‘_{_
have had some connection with the assassination of Abdul Kadis ) o
an anti-unionist leader, The British Administration, having long toivd tof
force the colonel’s chicf sccrctary to !r:wc Eritrc.z, Do m-j SRR
evidence to expel him.28. : SITREP R o
The Unionist Farty was ‘inmt‘uf throu gh rm‘n*.}r:rh?.»'i,.f {
maontly sustained by the Ethiopizn Goverminent, which lv:lwr-;’
another irredentist political group. On 27 Fcbvuary 1:;44, i A
an organization called both ‘Natsd Hamisén’ (Free Fritrex)
Socicty for the Unification of Ethiopia and Entrea’?” wie catad
under the sponsorship of the l‘!‘wq an Goverminent, Ainon;: i fo
was Woldegiorgis, the emipecor’s minmster of the pen, \\L 9 et
from the British Legation to the chief administrator, was Je..ﬁbcz} 45
being a ‘nationatist ..., adept at mmguc and armed with swnener;
powers of banishment’;%® Dawit Ogb.zz gi, the vice-goveruor of Adlis
Abak 1, who was one of the more active puiu'..n:- of the trredeass Leauae

and Gabremaskal Habtemariam, the Direcior of the Ethiopian *3 vof
Posts and Telegraph, its president, who stalzd in the fali &) that

its membership was about threée thousand, of whom cighe hundicd were
active members.® The main thrust of the acw erpanizauna way supply
SuppPOrt ;)mpnq.md:;, although its stated goal was 5 ansist dhostlbile,
uneinploved Eritreans living in Addis -L.i\t v o were ol
jots or eta reyairiated o Eritrea at the wmembers’ expensr. Tooniditon,

the sociely, un at dcast vne oeesion,. 25 Jeptanber 1neg, nun.s“l_d 1

influcnce international epiaton for the ‘retuin’ of Tritren o
sizating before the Beitsh, Russian, Fronel, and Un

2304 ‘lu; 3'..11&':‘.;1&'5 RILE SURLAS

tang i Addis Alaba’? The Dtk

dcrr‘ mstration by 'mu’.'.'irg governinent cmpinyecs 1o abuenr g

on the day of the parade. .
Rclauons between the Umomst Party and the B.AMLAL weore anything

™oy f‘pf 1043, F.O 37035031 ts4e

# s H Longrizg, Sc'nr Problerns of Administration W FEeitnea”, Mor, 16,3, ver. 24,
F.O: 351 /48010,543; F.R.C., Appendives 104 and 19711,

b D F. Dipclew to Seorctary of State, 4 A2r. 1049, I. LS. Archives, 83 v geTr4.

5% {¢is unclear whether there were two sepsrate organizesans, both =3 tr Tcbemiekal
Habtemariam and both established at approximsicly the rame time: bowever, inferral
evidence and consistency leads one to conclude that they were one 20d the rame.

' [ongrigr to Minister, Addis Ababe, 7 June 1944, F.O. 371/41400. 3524 :

8 Wihiura E, Cole, Jr., Chargt d'Affairen ad ntridm, 10 Sevretary of State, 3 Cot.
1945, U.S. Archiver, 38015 10345, * [lad.




but cordial. In a letter to the commission, dated 7 November 1947, the
Unionist Party claimed that ‘the British Military Administration has
imperiddistic aims in Eritrea’: that it encourzged “every movement in
oppusition 1o the union of Eritrea with Ethiopia’; and that the adminis-
trative methods ‘used by the British Military Administration are unjust
and nea-demeeratic’.® Though the BMLAL had difficultics in keeping
erder while sull mlrnnng pcoplc. throug,h permit only, to demonstrate
and hold public mcetings, no other pasties comphmcd abof.n the mﬁmcs
and mcthods of the B.ALA.L

Maorvover, the Unionist Party accused the B.M..\ of prc.ss O‘bathCﬂGﬂ,
. @ cunicus ch‘xr;:'. since the party had received permission to establish 2
acwepaper in Tigrinya and Arabic. Although the chicf secretary of the
B.M. A. could *ferbid, mndxfy, or dclay any publication’,* this pfocl:xmaunn
had been considerably relaxed on the arrival of the commission. Editors
wese no lenger required to submit their newspapers for compulsory pre~
cenzorrhip zlthourh as of September 1946 it was {orbidden to publish
articics of carter as which were defamatery of the B.MLA., HM. Govern-
ment, the Dritnhy Information Scrvice, or any individual or official of
the exinting gaverament; which discunsed judicial procecdings (a3 opposcd
to factual .eporu of trials); or whxch in any way might cause some
dancer to aw and ordes®

Afier the Four Power Commission presented its report in December
tas7 1a fpures showed that the Uniontst Party had not attracted a
msjority.® As a rosult, the party became increatingly hostie o the
B.MA. and openly militant toward those Ertreans who did set favour
union with Ethiopia. When, in 1948, various political partics opposing
union with Ezhinpia formed a coalition, knowa as the Independence mnc
the Unionists stamped them as traitors and begnn 3 new wave of terroriamu®
It failed :n:’.‘:."u. the F.P.C., which, on 15 Sceptember 1948, unzble to
rezch 2 consensus on the dx.,po-cd of Eritrea, referred the marter to the
Untted Navions in conforn ‘..y with Article 23 and '&r‘rm .\:. of the

T il Tt 53 of 29 July-135 Octobor sgqn, Sporaliz b

hose falias and Britreans not copearnng x:::;x’cr.

1948 to the arrival of the UN. Commvasic

1] 0 B

continund frum
February 1930,

Qpposition to the Unioniat Party w3s led by the Moslem League,
fcrmf:d, by Ibrabim Sultan Lae in 1946, initially 1o support the canse of
Tigrai cm.t_ntf;.‘m:«m. Sultas had been an ir:zcr;:-u!r:s or the Imban

@ ERC, .&n-c-r...'x 5% & B MAL, Prociimetion §3, Avick &, 1523,

8 FPC, Arpeadixs 220

® The combined figures for those political parties opposing unicn (o €73,000) was
approximarely 23°% greater then those in favour (6 §47,000) See F.P.C, Appendices
159-713.

“ The Uninizss may have denved inspinition from the accounts of comtemperasy
Palectinian vdence roported m the Ensrean Weekly Nacs, For anti-sopsrerivt tersorism,
vee Trevashsz, Fritves, ¢4 fl. It ecoms clear thot, contrasy o Trevaedus Ghid,, 102)
tertuniam road intemadznon were lergely Undonist tactics,

;-
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-restoration to Zatrea of territories inhabited by peogle su‘.ul froon o in

RFOVCIIUIICOL Alide Sary il Gppes sy

“Western Province to free themselves from ;he crushing burden of paying
tithes to their masters, the. Nabtab. Throug,h the resurrection “of the

ancicnt Tigrai tnibes and clans as importa . political units, Sultan could
aspire to a chicftainship over them all.#? Since many of the Beni Amer
chic{s who had opposed any restructuring of their master-serf relstionshipas
with the Tigrai had joincd the Lmonxst Party, it was clear to Sultsn
and his associatcs that their work toward the T'gm cmancipation, conld -

“best be scrved by organizing a party opposing union. Therclore, o0n 3

December 1946, he met with Mualim leaders and community sepre-

- sentatives at Keren to consider Eritrea’s po'ztxu! future. At this mu..mg

Said Abubaker El Mirghani was clected president of what beexine known
83 the Moslem League and Ibrahim Sultan was voted scoretary-goners]
with the power to guidc the party’s direction. '
At the next mecting at Keren on 20-21 January 1947, attended by
several thousand delegates, there was little 2greement about Eritrea’s
future. The Tigrai and Baria fclt their interests would be best served
under a British administration, while the few Beni Amer chicfs and chler
who had joincd the Lecague, favourcd 2 solution which would leo:!
indcpendence. The Jiberti®® of Massawa, the Runama of the Western
Province, the Saho, and the Afar all opposed any solution that would tie
them in 2ny w3y to the British Government. The Jibcrti rescnted the
acu.c ynemployment caused by the closure of the Royal Navul Buse;
the Kunama fclt they had been umust.} treated by the British A s~
tration; the Saho were distressed by the lack of British pfolc‘:l:u: from
Ethiopian aggression; and the Afar blamed the British for the cxccution
of their unothicial leader, Mohammed Yahya, the Sultn of Ausaa, by
the Ethioptan Govermment in 1944. The Afar actually f;z'-'u:;’c;".:')
[talian trusteeship, rather than incorporation into Eiliepz. Lardy, b
f fl.e:\-t

.-
(-

-
- L
P 3TN

mote thzn seventeen thousand Sudancee, Arabs, Somalis 2
who had httle to gain from I:tluopl.m rule, varioualy supps
Meslain League and other pactics cpncm:m union.*?

The Lezgue tnally Jeaded o abim for complete nd ,mdm With
the quzhficanien that i [it were] not con;u]vru rossible, an iat crtienal
trustesship for ten years, with internal independence under the control
of the Brish Government' should be established, or an adivnultration
by the United Nations. Few at the Keren conference wished to piace
Eritrea under the wtelage of ancther foreign counfry, even Ethiopia. The

L.t

¥

boundanes of Eritrez were 19 remin as thcy were Wo1533,

P P.C., Appendices 17 and 18: and Pollera, Le Popoluzivni Imdioene Lol Sritres
(Bologna, 1935), chap. 34, 168—g0.

@ Muslims of old stock with a kind of ‘droit de citd”, who are primanly merchants
and knJ»amm "tsxumg in Marsauz and itz environs.

* H. i~ Farquhar to British Legation, 17 Febl 1047, UL b Archives, 3215207,

uEFPC, Appendix 20, 3.
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the past {the Afar and the Beja penples of the Sudan] was possible’.*
The League dec:ded not to-give Ethiopia access to the sea sunee the party
thought it could not be accomplished without gravely prejudicing
Eritrean intcrosts. The conferces felt sure that, with foreign aid and
proper maragement, Entrea could become sclt'-supporting and therefore
guite eapabfe of eclf-government. The League oppoxcd the scrfdom of
the Wistern Pmuncc and declared that Christians and Muslims were
brothora,

The Mosdern League was ﬁnanced by annual membership fees and
mlunmry contributions.® It claimed 731,764 mostly Muslim members
{inctuding women and children). 8 In the carly stages, before splinter
partics bq,.m to form, its membership had significant numbers of
Christinns, who later formed their owa group primasily because few of
thera spoke the party's official language, Arabic. _

When the party’s programme became known, the fact that 3 British
trustecship had been suggested as a possible alternative to compilete,
immediate independence was sufficient ‘evidence’ for the Unionusts to
zecure the League of being under the control of the B.AMA. While the
chargre is surely exaggerated, it i8 cleas, after examination of statements
made by the Canadian Government to the F.P.C,, that the Brish Forcign
Office was interested in partitioning Enitrea in hopes that the Western
Prosvince, alter a period of trusteaship, might one day be aanexed to
Eadsn® To win Rome's support for this plan, Great Britain diplomatically
ercoarazed the rotusn of Ttadian scitlers to their African homes, where
they could use their considerable knowlcdgc and skiils in furthering
economic development.

While the League ascertained the benefit to be derived from continued
Fizhian cconomic presence, it viewed Ethiopia askance. A memorandum
freon the party to the FLPL.CL 2rgued tht the Ethicpian Government

sl fetains the oid worn out 'Feudal’ s,-:..cm of Governmens; i people 2re
in such & <dare of dizerganization, ignorance and backwardness that they have

hedoien Sireere poverty deapite the frraility of the fand

15,

1t tiamied the Orthodox Church for Ethiopia’s histonic fsalatius from the
enlighteament of the western world and claimed that in a country where

‘Muslim doesn’t have the right to be equal to a Copt’. Erliapia wag
Rt ‘?: to be grunted any more rcf'-*o'} in it hops for wmpesaiisi:

expuanizn’f? Further, the League asked:

@ thad,

¥ A unnamed l.a..a.n planter contnibuted 3,000, Sce George R. Mermell 1o Secretary
of State. 39 Aug. 1949, U.S. Archives, 884.00 8-2949.

% The Bgure 731,704 3 489 higher than F.P.C.’» estimate of its strength,

£ Unoted Natioms: C.F.M., D L 48, 1C/179, ¢ Aug. 1048; see also FLO. 371 31510/3693,
Miouios,

¥ E O, Areendix 103, & W Ihd



POLITICAL PARTIES IN ERITREA, lg.“—.q,o S ::3~

whose gmcmmcnt (1] unablc to imprave. thc lot of its own pcopk-e—:s?‘m.}.! :
come into posscasion. of a terntory whxch is far mote disciplined, u.lwmccd an,
civilized than Abyssinia2'® _ . - :

The same document also attacked thc dcfunct Ia!mn adnmmmnm '
“for thinking of Eritrcans ‘as beasts’, and for vicwing ‘a simple [1:f tan
peasant [as] better than 1,000 of the so-called chicfs and notables’. 1! e
- blaming village chiefs for hindering educational and material progress in -
o Eritrea, the League cspecially attacked headmen who had profited from’
. selling labour to the Italians and recruiting soldiers to jein the colonial
army for service in Libya, Somaliland, and Ethiopia in 1g935-6.77 .
_ Expericnce with the [talians had convinced most Muslims that 4 Br?:i.sh
- trustecship would be preferable.®
: ‘\ocordmg to the F.P.C., although the Lcague did not enjoy ey
support, its gencral program of political non- -alignment with Lmvmm{
accorded with the views of most Eritreans.®! The commission's "mu..,
demonstrated that a najority of Eritreans wanted cither independence or
a trustecship which would lead cventually 0 dePC'Idch\_ afer a set
period of time. L
In March-April 1947, Muslims of Massawa, desiring to scparate
thmm:.lvca from the nguc, established the Nationad Moslem Party of
Massawa, whose program, however, was nearly identical to that of the
League® Osman Adam Bey, its sccrctary-general, stated thit Sntiea
was not ready to receive ‘freedom and mdcpcnc.mu; and herelors
proposcd British trusteeship for a period of ten years, to be ‘ clowed
by complete independence, fecling that Great Britain wax ‘the only
" Government which could easily cnable the people of this counoy o be
free and independent’, since the B.MUAL had been ‘very sngh it vied
in the welfare and progress of the peonle of the country’ ™ e his
ment of native courts, the building of schoals, and the un
health crndixi(ms by the B.MLAL had made a Tavourzbic unp

the Nationad oy, which alio felt thar Eitreans were

doyree of freedum in doteomuning thlr ewn uture thar
known before, v

The party clamed a membership of 36, 3T of whom 23,000
to be Afar of the northern tribes. The commission, however,
the Afar were actually members, after 3 deputation of naitd:
failed to menilon any alfiliation with the party®® The rae o
becarnz absarbed inte the Independence. Bloz after ihe
failure to achreve a solution for Eritrea’s futuse.

The opinions of the League and the Nationul Party ware shoood by a

s F.P.C.. Appendix 107, 2. ** Ibid.

O FPC, Arpendix 124, 2.

M Yoe meprosentatice srength of politicd prroct i FLP € Aprendioe: 130710

@ EPC, Appendiv to, 1o,
“z P Apgertic o, WOEP O Areerndis o




number of Eritrean Orthodox who also saw no advantage in being joined .
to Ethiopia, but who fclt their interests could be best seived by 3 party -
of their own, which was accomplished at Adi Caich on 18 February
194~ Its stfictal itle was the Eritrean Liberal Progressive Panty (EL.P.P.),
betier known 38 “Eritreans for Ertrea’. It president was the venerable
conciliator, Ras Tescrmma Asmerom. A succmeful merchant, Scium
Maancio, acted as sccrctary-genesal up to 1950, Its most active member,.
however, was Woldeab Woldemariam,  the sub-editor of the Tigrinya
nosipapez, The Erirecs Weel Iy News (Greulation, o, 5,000), publé&hcd by
the Britih Information Scrvices.

The E.L.P.P. claimed. §3,000 metmbers, of whom only 1,300 were from
the predumiranily Christian highiand arca. [t was fimanced exclusively
by its members, cach of whom had to have beca born in Eritrea. On
25 October 1947, the party unanimously decided that Eritrea must have
abaslute independence within its present boundarics under the gutdance
of an Eritrean commitics of ‘intellectuals’ and the present administranon
which, under the general supervision of the United Nations, gradually
would devolve its power during a period of not more than ten years,

The E.L.LPP. took up the baancr of the lxgra irredentists who felt
tha: all Tignnya-speaking pmplc should ence sgzin be united as hefore

=5 (L'u ~or 1566, when Entrea’s southern boundary with Ethelpa was
deiormined, h adhditian, the party sugomivd that the taritary in the
Sudan mh.m*td by the Iabobl, Beni Amer and Beji, be annexed to.
< Entrea® It entegoncaliy oppcf.us ceding Axab or Masaws to Ethiopna

as such 2 move would ‘paralyse the general economic life of Eritrea’™

In nrdcr for Entrea to dc\'dop its cconamy, the party advocaled the

i of a long-term loan by the United Nattuns: rainiag J,n-(—‘zic

taratton'™) enisrging the «hf\' industey; develoging the alt industey;
reducing the -«*.!.:rxc*z of fnrm,n cmpamccs (nhO mizht remzin in s.mu‘-s
depar wiments xﬁcr mdu‘wndcncc\; \mprm:—.g t“c rattle wneh m.-w
: furthe : i

1

Goarmdestry,
NN PO o] % N gen ..
1l Farder, amd }‘)";,-?37. e Conures: o Laase . ;
fradan sy m) stsuid be cumpictely n.::"m}cn and mew daws pro-
mulgated to &e Xcrmmc;un‘-dlctlon over Eumz-c.xm and Erttreans, (Durm;;
the Bk Adainiaraion, ol caves inved

szden and o Basapean

wire ned in ?'“ i eourts vather than in ¢
. . ot fr‘;-)ﬁrﬂl"‘l-n}

From i mccpuan, the ELP.P. was continaually barsced by pro-
unicnists, who froquently resorted to vidlence, ofter directed at the

® These trites had boen divided by the com'mzion of Mar. 18500

“FP.C, Appendix 2o, 7.

¥ Tataton had bera Light under both the Inlinn and Brulh admimintrations, al-
thoua® at shouw'd b neted s dunng the lalian sdmunctretion (w0 hec,h Nad sbwiizhed
the N:obech ntbe nvstem), the Tigrat were forced o coninbate both the annual thbute
(pavst'e by the Beru Amer tnbe to the ltalian admanuszration) and the vehes,

e srmm om g T
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»i)anyl most ardent and articulate lcadcr. Woldcab W dmmr,am,' v.k
by April 1950 had suffered at least five assassination ancr.{m Thm.,,
_continucd mtimidation and bribery, the party began to fo :
) political sentiment turned towird the Unionists. T ’*ruu"rn
1949, highlaind Christians, as well as Ttalians, opposing
cause, were threatened with viclence in letiers and pamphicis i
continued to support the Indcpendence. Bloe). Moreaver, fo30 { rika.
;Church warned in the columna of Ethiupia, a. Uidsnist! ¥ .
appearing frst in 1048, that the Church wonls nel §owe
regurds beptis, marsisge, burial, communion, and sbanlufio
[m] of :hc Bloe or to thar fmuhrv, S I adidinon, .‘»iuméi'*;' :
Western Provinee, not having Unionist Party membershin cards, wer-
: now cjected by the Ethiopian autheritics when they attanpied 1o cros
< the Ethiopan border in search of grazming during the Jr ewnha s
winter and spring. Under such pressuics, the Toberal Propriove P
eventually ﬁp..t. By na‘.c}-r’"rz, Setum Massow, fenthos sF g
factions, continucd to faveur independeice, bu‘ only after s e 0 dueven
Anglo-Ethiopian trusteeship.%? o e

Once the Council of Forciza M inisters had decide!
1926 that Home Must renouncs a1 eluimg o hee o
Italiae community in Eritren recognized a need to olh

~r,

groyp cliber sspousing mdc":m’ HEC Ov IRisleds I‘WI
retzin any of their fornier imn.( ace. In }x')) i B, the Q12 RIS S
declared that it intended to send 3 commizsion o Eritres v (7
claiima of Eritrean cx-solilerz % Bhort) i 1

Veterana Lanociation, which bl

.‘,L

) v oafter
Rt c-tablioie
to press the Dadfan Governimen? to b ster it ob s

ex-seidiory their buck waiges and others thedr gratuive:
declared fuself in favour of Ttabian trim"mhip. Th
extear a Fant for the Tabiaa community’s (Hortr 1 1
oves Ertrez, apriied foc pesmizdon o benost :
e Uil 1"1.:*( Both the Uniotisis wd M
the existonce of any geoup that favouwied the roturn of
Eritrea end protcx‘tcd s'.o strongly 1o "r'c Br"tiah -’d- ‘.i:---\: aen that o

g =i pu!\’"" T 1947
Nog z:.c.u{m-x of the assactation bocsms munbers of (o Pigainls
Barty, (f the approxumately 35,000 nmambers of the Veternae ein oo,
' aboul 39,003 were active members of the Pro-It tafy Party oo favoursd
T an [wlian trustccshlp 7 Both the association and the party continucd to
exist side by side, the latter actmg as the political arm of the former in it
attemnpt {o recover unp.uq wages 4 for Erstreans ex-solifers,

St Trevaskes, Ervtrea, o6,
* Merred! 10 Sec. of State, 39 Aug. 1949, US, Archives, 8%¢.00 %- 1548
™ Trevaskss, Entrea, 79. ] L3 P o, \, ~ n"- 136.
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Becauwe of the party’s strong Jtalian clements, the B.MAL insiated
that 1ts headquarters be in Asmara rather than Keren as: originally
requested. Its membenhip, including women and children, was cstimated
Ut 219.200 (32 per cent from the Western Province), approximatcly the
same nuber later claimed by the Veterans' Assbciatien to the commission. ™2
The party’s president and official representative, Idris Hassen, was the
PNa"h™ of dMassawa dthough it daimed to be solely financed by its
meibirs, tie Unionlsts, Moslem League, 2nd the ﬁ*:txej: Admninistration
belizved that the party received most of its opeiating funds from the
Itakan community, borne out by the party’s extravagant praise of the
Italian legacy. The party's platform called for an Italian trustceship, y
leading to indcpendence ‘as soon as possible” under the strict control of
the United Nations. It advocated the establishment of a parliament and
‘equality of rights for all persons residing in the tersitory”.” The poh'n.a!
" wnpact of this group wis negligible. :
~ After the commission left Eritrea, the Pro-Ttaly Party came under the
infliience of the Italo-Eritrean Association (composed of 11,000 I1alians
born in Entzen, 1,300 long-term [talian sctilers, ncarly 15.000 half-castcs,
anad about 17000 I:"‘:t.n women, the wives or mothers of Jtaliang and
half-cantes). The party realized that after the fatlure of the Baovin-Sforzs
in zhc Unite:d Nations, on 17 May 1949, it could no longer
hope for an [t2iian trusteeship and so hzd ne other chotce but to support
& program which would create 8 nominally independent Erntrea under
lisn poliical and econcmic demination. The Pro-Ttaly Farty, thercfore,
xod the werd Eritroen fo i3 namoe, beonming the New Eritrean Pro
wly Party, hoping the designation waald  aitvaet more Enreans,

especially those who had enly neminal cconpmic tics with the fmlian

<

-y

'l g
~1

_cmmmun.t‘y,
In 1540, dunng the speing <o ~‘.it'x' of the Urited Watieny, g dchotion
fracg the Now Eritreng Pes-Ialy Party joined s reprosenian e frow

w Alimlem League and u;Ju—I nitrean Jsenciation to fonn 2 coaliling
that was lates .m;,...mu d by the Liberal Progressive Farty, the Natienal
Pacty of Massawa, and the Veterans' Association. In com!nrnm‘:‘., they
oppused unten with Ethiepa and thas hecome brovn 2z the
Biec led by Ibrahim Sultan, Two othier groups, the Dale
Party (¢ 23,000 adherents, mostly formser Unieniats fram the Keren
District), led by Weoldeab Woldemariam, and the Intelleciual Ascociation
of Eritreans (composed of 2 small number of educated Ernitreans) joined

the Bloc in a collective effort to sccure independence for Eritrea,

-~ (.--~
ERRE A AL

1 ...-ni s -h":«?

7 [hid, )

T Na4h, or azeaz, s 8 Turki-h title given to the femily in Mamsawa who admimistered
the Sambar and, ister, only Mamsawa,

SEPC, Appendix 200 90

™ As regards Entrea, the proposals stated “that Entres, except for the Western Province,
he incorperzted o Ethiopu aad that the Weatern Province be incorporated into- the
Sutan’. GAOR., 3rd scssioq, pt. 2, 13t Committee Annexes A'c. 1/46&
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-+ 'Yhe decision of Ibrahim Sultan to join forces with the [talians in the
-~ New Eritrean Association led to disunity within the Independence Blee.
Sultan countered Ethinpian Governmex} accusations that he had received
Italian bribes by saying he favoured Eiffrcan; European co-npcr.u,nn and
would willingly accept moncy’ from the Italian community " to further
that aim while avowing that he had made no real commitments to Rome. ™
But when he admitted that he had promiscd Addis Ababa such econumic
* advantages as transit rights and custems concessions, he wis irrepambly
tainted in the eyes of his refigious compatrints, and hia politien! fullpwing
rapxd ly disintegrated.

- Early in 1949 the Independence Bloc received renewed support from
- former Unionist Muslims, who had been bribed by Count Di Gropello.
" the Italian Government's liaison officer in Eritrea, who ‘tock little pains

to conccal his activities ... of du&aumn" very consicdderable suing of
money in the cause of independened’.™ Unionist support in the pre-
dominantly Muslim lov.lands in the west had been reduced to abeout
23,000.7
: From the end of 1949 to the beginning of 1950, Ibrahim Sultan began
I to lose his core support, who feared they were quppurtmg an independence
guided by Reme. By August 1949, three factions cmerged in the Musim
west: an It..lo—phx[c, anti-partition group: an Iralo-phobe group, fav m..m.g
independence, but willing to accept partition to avoid Rome's domination;
and as group who, although by and large undccided, would pmubfy
oppose partition.” Both the United States and Great Britain had indinted
to Sultan their support for partition and (nr Ltwnn ol 2t leas
pt-rt.on of Eritrea to L..'\nﬂ'z hut only th
the Canadian Government's u/:i'.:n:znic:mn:m wx!h the conoer o o, h d
supposied a tn:e'ccﬂhip for the Western Provinee. Thiz sni

[ YL et .

veas oppostd by most of ity inkabicnts aad, forthorawse, 0 B
wernt o end 1o Seltan's ".»'.i b mureso
- Devweonn Ofeler 1ag and February g3e, vislener cnerod farthar
disunily armeng nkmbers of the Tndeyendenee Hioe, Dugivs b
nine Italians, one Indian, onc (m:csc, three Unisti;m supporioes of the
Binc, and four Mushm tribesinen were acassinatsd; Tudtan calds were
-

- | I A -
cand lecan svennnriors o

.¥
ESS PLIR U RN )

‘l

N |
Serunl,

:m;!,c.-.t;z; mopd "'\”r.tL.L\ were throwen at Toalt

the oo Raran faras were raeded ana ran "!"d(_'d', and an it
was made on 2 village whose district ciuef favoured the Blec. Lty

thesc disturbances culminated in 3 massacre of at Jeast fifty people fium a
bomb thrown into a funcral procession, resulting in three days of roting

T dlerrell to Scarctary of Stats, 29 Aug. 140, U5 Archives, \“T-; oo B2y

T Trevaskiz, Krizrea, Q3.

I Avg. 1948, more than jco Ethiopian ﬁagz were displayed inothe la-g=ly Mushm
Western Province to celcbrate the emperor’s birthday; a year later anly 13 tazs wece
counted. Sce Merrell to Sec. of State; 29 r\ug. 1949, U.S. Archives, 884.00,8~2940.

™ Ihid. 5 Jbed,

B Trevaskis, Eritrea, 91.
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cetween 21-23 Ecbruuy 1950.° Many rioters fied to the safety of
Ethiopia.™
‘Threats and continued violence, coupled with the distrust of Ibrahim
Sultan’s Italian oonncxions by the unofficial leader of the Tigrai tribes,
Sheikh Al Muse Rad.i, brought final disin{c';,rz:ion to the Bloc and the
unity nocessary te brisg abaut an mt.q:mdcm Esitrea. The first group to :
b;'l. f ;:«.. fraen the Bloe called tsclf the Independent Meodem League, - -
was ol whow adhuents frmxccntrdaadcas:c'nEmrcahadbccnmcmbcn .
“of the Meslem League. After receiving guaranters from the Ethiopian
Gov ~r.x::.::m that it would respect Muslim institutions and that Arabie
weuld e taaplit in the schools along with Ambaric, they were persuaded
to favour urivn with Ethicpia.
Shiortly afrer the ardival of the U.N. Commissisa in February 1950,
thiee more partics developed out of the Independence Bloc.® The first
- was the Liberal Unionist Party (composed of former members of the
Libcral Progressive Party), locking for 8 compromize with the Unionist
Party rathes than an [nlian-sponsored independenes. Drawing most of
s support from eastern Entres, it was led by Dejazmatch Abraha
Tesoimna, After viting Addis Ababa and being assured that after union
the management of Eritsca’s affairs would be left to Eritreans,® Tasemma
and his party pledzed their support for 3 conditicnal union. The second,
the x.*i«:'\..u’sx *.:i{rca Untted 10 Ediingis Party (componed of former
smenbes of the Indeperalint Eritres Panty), cf!v:..u:"'~ its maln suppert
 Feren and the wenl, withdrow from the Blog; it advocated union

With Ethicpia but was agreeable to mdcpmdcna:. prm'xdcd that union
M

with Ethiopia followed. The third group to leave the Bloc was the Moslem
League of the Western Province (composed of former membrrs of the

degiem Lergae), the creation of Shakh Padat of the Tigrsd tribes, who

b heeome susnicous of [l influence 1n the Geslan Taague | 'mhr'r,
d nnt wani ihe YWestorn Provines to be annexed 1o tire Sudan because
. of the B -1 ‘x’n:r—’(u.u‘n owa quartel®®; i therefore advoaatsd ;

3 T FR I b ~~ . LU T
L Fae e M .."'""“u A e

iv

f
134
[

Brpor of the Uwed Woitena Commizsion for E.ntr(a. G.AOR, st Scasinn,
5\,);)5%5

wnl Ne, & (A 12%3), ag.
e l‘m‘

enn Ktz zadd Toviret e of 1F T 1ond
5 o manly for contle, Wheny st H:m-a:
eteuskd Dntees @ 1543, xhc snidaorn hc Sudan wmuemed thet graring lands n
the Banla lowlands, wiich they uwed anmully. would soon hecorme theica, Early in
1942, o tnbaf war was 522 off by a Bent Amer raiding party, in reposs! for o came] thef
by the Hodendowa F z;‘nr,;g ceannued off and en for moare then theee Tears wnil 1a
Dol 14t 2 poace sttoorent wza reacdud, A s resllt of thus lcn:;—fz.xr.jm, feud, the
Wiatern Pronvinee, lod by the Broi Amer chicfs, opposcd parotem. Ste Trevesios,
Entros, e—1.
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PULMIILAL PARTIES IN L?IT;ISA, 1941-193Q o .1...,

o | scparzte solution for the: Western Province, but only if its' mh.sbmm
.did not wish to join Elhsopu, in which case the Unionists wou}d demand
the unconditional annexation of the rest of Eritrea.
The Independence Bloc continued o receive suppo*t from «.hc Naw
Eritrea Panty, the Independent Eritrea Party, the Liberal Progressive
_ Party, the National Party of Mascaws, the ‘ve.crms Aszociatisg, the
- Intellectual Association, and the [alo-Eritcan Azsodiation, alf of whom
still advocated immediate independence for the whole of Eritres. T‘w
Bloc at this puint comprised mainly Ibrahim Sultan and his layal follonwis
. The New Entrea Party and the Iixle-Ernitrean Aszocistion deth s dveaiiel
- a United Nations® trusteeship if tmfc;"cruc.:cc shonld prave.un worbable.
© The Intcllectual Association of Eritreans did not object 10 uiinn with
Ethiopia, if after independence an elected Eritrean parliament apornu,
such a2 union*™ ‘ o
The Italo-Eritrean Association sought to appease e 3 n".-" i
the Independence Bloc and favourcd a eonditional unien by sogening
a union with Ethiopia based upon fres harbour 2zones at M-
Assab. The association continued to stress the important ‘civil w.,, mic
Italians had played in Eritrea and argued that annexation oz federinion
with Ethiopia would be 2 step backward. Its efforts at mr'p"‘f'-i-,c wire
in vain, for on 2 December 19350, the UN. Generul Assembiy 2utopied 2
resoldicn which stated that ‘Eritrex shall constt -Llc an auioT L ls unlt
federated with Ethiopia under the sovervignty of the EJu.cu,. 3 eneraltE
The only work lcft for the UN. was to zppeint snother ¢ononazim
implement the resolution. -
By l‘tc tine the UN., Caommissiorey Bt noli hie soir e w)
1:-20 fuly rogr with the poliieal ;~ b todooraeeas B
ch.wr-.,ful s murg s the ?‘:r ot

iu , rire T,

d0Ve I e XA v,
without powers. The In u("w!\‘f\..-.'\ i

Pratossnt

Ve D VIL‘ £t L" c \\ ST, .‘
aie € .
<

@ voner, T eliaris Sesnenratic Frow
sipcfor soeQred 2 represenialive wita acted 18 3 sevwad cxccst e, wbie
to thwart any degree of independencs of the Esitrean Assernbiy,

" Thia, today, kst been considered by B0 F yiehiz =durion otk
5T M ?v:rs of the Ertrvan Lilwration Freat andd

L
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nrccs have sugevarsd et uniee walt Efuegts moe T paeaih

¥13

Unierd Nations Covaniznzaer in Encres, G AR, -5 Setron,
182, 7500 N I G e e



“

‘The disastrous turning point in the progress of those partics. advocating
independence of trustceship came with the close association of the
lndcpcmlcncc Bloc with the [Italian commxmuy Native Entreans dis-
trusted the motives of the [talian community in supperting independence
but were cqually slfcphml about joining hands with E thiupia. The resulting
disunity among the anti-unionists helped the Ethiopian Government to
cunvince the U.N, that Eritrea’s best hopes for the future lay with the
Solomenic Crown. With the U.N.'s reeolution in cffect, Eritrea’s political
and ¢eonomic future had been firmly linked with that of Ethiopin, None-
theloss, thotszads of Editreans had been involved in the political process,
anid political consciousness had been raised considerzbly, an expericncs
that ultimately made it more difficult for Ethiopia to govern Eritrea. Some
af Eritrea’s political Icaders, such as Dejatch Tedlz Bairy, attained bigh
poritions in the new government, which was formed with the help of the
British Audministration and the United Nations’ commissioner. Others,
such as Woldeah Woldemariam, Ihrzhim Sultan, and Abraba Tescrnma,
vore evenially foreed to Hee Entres and scek political asylum. Woldeab
Woldemzriam and Ihrahim Sultan did not abandon their opposition to
the U.N."s solution of Eritrea’s political future, and in the late 19508 in
Curo they hc;.,.u\ to organize ancw. As time paswd, Entrex came maore
clotely under the contiol of the Ethiopian Gevermmient, and many
If:é:rs:.m-i., cen many af these who had epoused union, became in-
cremsngly disenchanted.

Dismatisfaction dev nop.d into overt protest. W ith the gradual usGrpation
‘of Eritreas u"ucpcm.cnt federal status by the Ethioptan Governmeng,
espectally thymugh the emperot 's representative in the Eritrean Assembly,
many Lritroans :‘:g"m o restine that the country would toen hecoms 1

pawn of Addis Abehal ¥ Yhen on 14 Noverber g6z, the assembly
o %

7
vored ‘unanrneusly’ to change Eritrea’s status to that of a prrmm
thusg .:hrumu:‘.:: the U \ rr'nnl ition that had crested Trir

1 > : S -
(3% R0 8 AT ML E-l'./"_,s.

-~ 5~
tn the NIGTAHERTOR S l,m

mist
R |_ $inh

o 4 Y\Zah.)"iftl:),:zfll v riant e the
By '(h”v:;:. This movement socams RBown us e

cant L. hn, a Erw.‘, asprring to do what the Independence Bioc
bad fa ::d to sccomphsh.® :

8 The following dev, the cmprres untdaterally, sitheus onnsulting
amed t0drder Noo 2%} the wrminaton of Emtrea’y foders! riius "Un note
Enmrvan Aseombly was obtained shrough intinedution by Ethiopun Governmuat
trows panedan g cutvde the patlicment budding. Ser intrrview witk Todia Baira, Dagens
Nyheter, 14 July 16578 4. In the p«x!mutison, such provisions ss Articde § that "Al
rghta, powers, dutses and obligations of the former Administration of Eritres become, . ..
the righty, pewery, dutics and obligutions of the Imperial FEthiopisn Government', »tocd
i direct o;\pom won to the fundimental precept of the Ethiopran Constitutnien that ail
pover wWimatsly ananated from the emperor, Sce Etfropia Odwrrter, vi, 4 (1993), 310-12,

* In prepaning e article, I unfortunately did not have an opparturery to consult the
Treviakm papers i the Libraey of Rhodes Houwve, Oxford (Mus, Br. Enip. 2. 3673
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_ SUMMARY |
In May 1941, after the Itzlians’ capitulation, the British immed
the administration of Ertrea for the duration of the war andd
nationz! body cauld decide the former colony's futre, From mgz s oiggo, the
political direction of Eritrea remained uncestzin untl the ULV somsniczio:
reached its compromise solution,  Ultimsiely, !}.c Lz.nm).m H:Jv'“(?r“’.u
contravened the UN, agreement arj unilatersdiy arr exet Frilres
w'xJ s¢2 in motion the present struggle for tedepenadeiae

“The Brit m: Military Au'nm"»::::u:: acting a3 a4 tateris
attemy ~ted 'm f1 modtr te succras o eresie aa atimos e i«' ~

From the end of thc war t!xrouohx s agrival of
| 1950, there was & flurey of 'soiz'u-... i
pacties were formed, which in tims

the luwlands versus the ’\3;;'!‘;':::-‘! e
Chrisuans. The historical suspicen and sicolin
Muslima continued to divide Fntrcan loyaltics. Al Hiutios h-m wer ok
or another pelitical party was net ohucrvesd strinid; o geemapiacal :
g'mmus. A small mumiber of edueaisd Drthudox savw
incorporation into Ethiopia and thus foreed o ;‘«;1:1'!‘: af t
who geould Rave undoubtedly ebtained gregier aliegiance had wet e tidd
pricathoud threatened excommunicztion for .myor. a0t espouting e Lnkunis
cauze, On the other hand a small nucleus of Muslins, mosliy chicfs and landed
sristocracy, favored wnisn with the government in Addz Ababa, for thei
fcudumxc Lold on the large numiber of Tivrad werfe (numbe-ing theges
of ai! Muslimz in Entrea) would Save Gron retained unider Brhinn s qule

By the oodd of 1928, there wae widdesprend bor anorganiz.d e anianisd

stimenty civenone held in 1947 Ty the Frur Poser ( (.ns...-l.-a-..an;; Geewgd tha

ol i

a annl! l'I.J""' v of all Eriticans o

betwern

i

e
»

Tor anti-Unionid citss pralien!
-y .. . oL , .
froty ¥rhiepa's mtimuddon 2 "'i'«.'i‘-"i'i"'. which was dery Io

morcuver, e anrvdurtlse i "lr"

o [T s . [T,
S tallon T oLentinle

fane ang somse Vithexiox fhat Frotes woehl PRGS]LE s

w (3
"

Afsea’s hast deveioped covnrries. {8 st Jear (‘v‘.' te
iy and that the anti-Unicn

of 3%
intimzdation were largely Unonist tac :
becarne po ular not so much because of ltalian contributions \n.ndw were

nt o s drredontist eause) bat

far Jess then those of the Ethiopian Goveran
o af the peRE i

rather Doz Alualim mwovement.

Usnfurunzely, the ‘u(urc of Eotrea aficr (wo comupisidons xnd volummous

reports wag dosded in the internatinnal aresia which failed 19 antisfy either
side, but rather planted the seeds for futuse conilict.
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Two years Later, the lines were more 5hatply drawn. True, this docs
nat seem to have been apprecated by G. K. N, Trevaskis, another British
administratnr and also the authnr of the only substantial study in English
of modern Entrean politics. According to Trevaskis, ‘at the closc of
t946 -.. the Unionist Party ... appeared to be uncha!lcngczblc'.’ This
judgment, howover, now scems wide of the mark, For by this time
geparatisis oppened to Eritrea’s union with Ethicpia had begun to organize,

- In Deceniber, one such group met at Keren, forming what beeame known
a8 the Moslem League, drawing its membership from the heavily Islamic
areas of the Western Province, Massawa and the Red Sea districts, with a .
emall following of Christians from the predominantly Christian highlands,
Later, in the spring of 1947, a splinter-group from the Modem League
withdrew 1o establish the Naticnal Moslem Pasty of Massaws, A third
predominantly Muslim group, the New Eritrean Pro-Italy Pasty, emerged
late in Scptember 1947, on the cve of the arrival of the Four Power
Commussion (F.P.C.). Its members, largely supported by the Italian
commuanity, hoped that if they supported Rome’s desite o recoves
Eritrea, Tty would help it 10 achicve independence. The party fclt
that the céonomic and educational opportunitics it had enjoyed under the
halian Adminustration would be lost if Eritrea were to come under the
Ethiopian Crown. The predominantdy Christian party, the Eritrcan
Liberal Progrossive Party, which opposed the union of Ertrea with
Ethicpia, was eslablished in February 1948,

The three predominantly Muslim parties and the Entrean Liberal
Progresaive Party shared one commeon interest : to avoid being incorporated
into Ethiopia, whose government’s motives many Entreans (Chrnistian
and Muslim alike, but especially the latter) quite rightly suspcc:cd were
et altruistic.® Each major party (the Unionists and the Atostemn League)

Plonage w A Minstes, BDritch Legstion, Addis Ababa, 7 June 1944, F.O.
37V s14emy 2248, and Unuted Nraees, National Archives, Departinent of State, Papers
Helatng o the Inmeesad Atfzim n‘ Fl “epsa [kereafier, US. Aschaes], Jo !'\ Caldweidl
Ar soture of Sty 2¥ Nev, oiugg, Fhaion e

. Byoanto fyy et 1 a3
e srative pomts an Anas, Seoat ar 11 Weriern froe
et of the x!- twch Deirgatzon ta the Four Power Cornmisainn and scted
s9 Bratish Laaron (¥ices to the ULN. Comsnizason in Entres, 1950, See fooinotc 99, p. ads.
¢ Lopgoigg tn Murssesy, Addiy Ababa, 7 June to4g, parn 4. F.O. 371/50409/23448
5. H. Longnign, “Seme Preblems of Adminniration a Entree’, Mo, 164, purer 32

ard 34, F.O. 375 48116:545; Four Power Commizzion for the fnvestuntion of e
g v Bepoert on Erntres, Appendix 101t 4 and 8 OMema ‘15 Erit
emty), Appendix te3: 43 (Memo by the Moskem Lezgued, unpub,
r“[‘v", London snd New 'iork {avalable in New York st the United Nations L:ibrary,
ard in Lordon in the State Papers Roemn of the British Labrary); for a boef discuswon
of the hutorws] elstwoships betwoen Entres and Ethiopis, sec: S. F. Nodel, 'Entvs
and Her Naghboun', F.O. 371/35658/4110; Savell, HM., Chargé d'Atfaires w0 E.
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. claimed the support of an overwhelming majority of the populitie
.The total number of adhercents claimed by ail parties ammunted ‘to'1.2

million according to heanngs of the F.P C. (1.8 millien acenreding v
documents submitted by cach party). The British Administration’ in
1952 cstimated Eritrea’s population at slightly more than éne million

"' while the estimate of the F.P.C. was 930,847. The maost cmggc.rarf'u
- ¢laims came from the Unionist Party.

As the political partics org::mzs:..! themselves during 3’« -;, :?.mucv.a
meetings and public demonstritions, the British Military Al steaciog
(B-M.A) preparcd for the “clection’ ef representatives in Uie familics

- and clans to facilitate the F.P.C.’s job of ascertaining the wishes of the

* people.t There is great doubt whether the people of the vz anous <L

and familics actually participated in an clection process in the Wastorn
sense. Just how over 3,000 ncprcunmhcs were ‘clected” was ot made

- clear in the commission reports. It is quite likely that vzﬂngc chiefs, clan

heads, and clders were approached by the B.M.A. just prior to the arris
of the commission and requested to ‘clect’ rcprcwnmivcs vwho wm:h
appear before it. The difficulty of estimating the exact number n*pré.s«::a:cd
by cach clected deputy was further complicated by the 2 that some
deputics claimed to- speak on!y for male adults while others smated thes
spoke for their entire constituency. In regard to voting procedires, the
Delcgation from Pakistan found that ‘the Commission was not able
to verify whether the persons prcscntmg themsclves to it had res ally heen
chosen by their villages or community’, ... and that 2 compartinn with
the consus figures revealed that the representatives had greatiy o SatgEal d
the size of their communitics’.t Such lack of Jistinet, consiston? criteriz
for representation caused the commission a good deal of uncertainty in
formulating their final opinions. : -
[t is dear from the commission’s summary reports that ¢
opinion about the future of Eritrea amenyg the representaiive
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political, religisus, and, 10 2 lesser dt,v ve, geourschic oo’ Mam
delegutes .q*pc.trcd to have noidea just whom or wii 'JL, WO L A
to be rcprmcn\mrr Some of their responses 16 the o™i werg

parrot-liky, ospeaaily among thoos whe Lvoirned e Unlees

Bevin, MOPL 12 Sopto 1995, Bridsh fegation, AN, P00 3500380007
containing the unpoctant articley of the [Hewtt Treaty (sy aliads, «fad

wrongly advanced as Great Britain's recognition of her claim ta Entres, F.OL 173 b2 ]
3649: and M. l‘trh.lm. The G«-‘wnmm' .fL'l'uof- (London, sad ol 14 . :

3 The enqueixion heard 3, ,'(0 Tp . ¢
whowm was alMiisted wirh 2 polities? pn.
1.033 or 31”75 Pic-lralyv--338 or 1040V
Natsonz! Party of Mavcswa—37 or 12,), sce F.EL., Report oo Enarea, coo,

* Councii of Forcign Ministers, (Deputien), Former lualizn Colanies, Sceppicmentary
Views of Other Interested Governunents, United Nations, C.F AL D, L A8 1€ 186, £ Acg,
1948

* Four Power Commission Report. Appendicrs 150-73.
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